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Jackson County Spelling Bee expands to include Clay County
Jackson-Clay County Spelling Bee, previously Jackson County Spelling Bee, will expand to include students in Clay County for the 2014-2015 school year. The expansion opens the spelling bee to students in 19 school districts: eight in Clay County and 11 in Jackson County, in addition to students in home schooling. 

Schools interested in participating in the Jackson-Clay County Spelling Bee can enroll at www.spellingbee.com starting Friday, August 15th.  In February, each school spelling bee champion will advance to the division bee for his or her area.  Spellers successfully spelling during all five rounds of their division bee will advance on to the Jackson-Clay County Championship Spelling Bee on February 28th, 2015.  The speller who spells the most words correctly at the championship bee will represent Jackson and Clay County at the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C. 

In 2013, over 8,000 students competed for a chance to represent their schools at the Jackson County Spelling Bee.  Of those 8,000 students, 75 went on to compete in a division bee, and 25 advanced to the championship spelling bee.  After more than 90 marathon rounds of competition, Kush Sharma beat out Sophia Hoffman taking the title of Jackson County Spelling Bee Champion and representing Jackson County at the national bee. 

The Jackson-Clay County Spelling Bee is dedicated to helping students improve their spelling, increase their vocabulary and develop correct English usage.  It encourages students to foster cultural awareness via linguistics.  Sponsors of the expansion include Mid-Continent Public Library, Kansas City Public Library, and the Local Investment Commission (LINC). For more information, please visit the Jackson-Clay County Spelling Bee online at www.facebook.com/JCSpellingBee.   
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