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 Truth was an American slave, abolitionist and women’s rights activist.  Born Isabella Baumfree, 
she gave herself a new name in 1843. Truth gave a famous speech “Ain’t I a Woman?” in 1851 to 
a women’s rights convention in Ohio.  During the Civil War she worked to gain support for black 
Union soldiers, and after the war she continued to advocate for the rights of blacks and women.

Sojourner Truth (1797 - 1883)
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Douglass was an early abolitionist, writer and orator who promoted the equality of all peo-
ples. He was born a slave and later escaped to Massachusetts where he began his aboli-
tionist efforts prior to the American Civil War. His life story is dramatically recounted in his 

autobiography Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave.

Frederick Douglass (1818 - 1895)
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Parks came to be known as the "Mother of the Modern-Day Civil Rights Movement" for refusing 
to give up her bus seat in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955. This act of defiance sparked the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott, led by a relatively young new minister in town, Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. The boycott set the stage and example for later non-violent civil rights protests across the 
South. When she died in 2005, Congress permitted her body to lie in honor at the Capitol

Rotunda – the first woman to be so honored.

Rosa Louise McCauley Parks  (1913 - 2005)
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Malcolm X was an African American Muslim minister who helped develop a black nationalist 
movement in the U.S. by promoting the Nation of Islam. He was among the more controver-
sial but highly influential African American leaders. He was born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Ne-
braska and was assassinated in 1965 in New York City. His life story was detailed in The Au-

tobiography of Malcolm X, published the year after this death.

Malcolm X (1925 – 1965) 
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King is the best-known of modern-day civil rights leaders for his dazzling speeches and leadership of the 
non-violent civil rights movement.  A Baptist minister, King became a civil rights activist in the Deep South 
and helped lead the movement to national prominence. King’s “I Have a Dream Speech” is known for its 
stirring passion and was delivered at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., before throngs of people 
who had marched to the nation’s capital for jobs and freedom. King was assassinated in Memphis in 
1968, leading to major urban riots.  A national federal holiday honoring King was established in 1983.

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929 - 1968)

Black History
Month



LINC
Local Investment Commission

Obama is the 44th president of the United States of America and the first African American to 
hold the nation’s highest office. Obama, the junior senator from Illinois, was elected to the U.S. 
Senate in November 2004 before winning the presidency in November 2008.  He is an attorney, 
and early in his career worked as a community organizer on the Chicago southside helping 
low-income families and neighborhoods address community issues.  His mother grew up in 

Kansas, his father in Kenya.

Barack Hussein Obama II (b.1961)
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The Local Investment Commission (LINC) produced this set of educational posters to celebrate and support Black 
History Month. For additional copies, email blackhistory@kclinc.org or visit our website www.kclinc.org. 

The five individuals portrayed in this poster set are just a few of the countless African Americans who have enriched 
our country through their gifts, skills, talent, genius and passion. More information about African American history is 
available in the encyclopedic African American National Biography, an eight-volume publication featuring the lives of 
4,100 individuals, published in 2008 by Oxford University Press and edited by Henry Louis Gates Jr. and Evelyn 
Brooks Higginbotham available at the Kansas City Central Library, Missouri Valley Room, 14 West 10th Street, Kansas 
City, MO 64105. 

Sojourner Truth (1797 - 1883) – Truth was an American slave, abolitionist and women’s rights activist.  Born Isabella 
Baumfree, she gave herself a new name in 1843. Truth gave a famous speech “Ain’t I a Woman?” in 1851 to a women’s 
rights convention in Ohio.  During the Civil War she worked to gain support for black Union soldiers, and after the 
war she continued to advocate for the rights of blacks and women. 

Frederick Douglass (1818 - 1895) – Douglass was an early abolitionist, writer and orator who promoted the equality of 
all peoples. He was born a slave and later escaped to Massachusetts where he began his abolitionist efforts prior to the 
American Civil War. His life story is dramatically recounted in his autobiography Narrative of the Life of Frederick Doug-
lass, an American Slave. 

Rosa Louise McCauley Parks (1913 - 2005) – Parks came to be known as the "Mother of the Modern-Day Civil Rights 
Movement" for refusing to give up her bus seat in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955. This act of defiance sparked the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott, led by a relatively young new minister in town, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The boycott set 
the stage and example for later non-violent civil rights protests across the South. When she died in 2005, Congress 
permitted her body to lie in honor at the Capitol Rotunda – the first woman to be so honored. 

Malcolm X (1925 - 1965) – Malcolm X was an African American Muslim minister who helped develop a black nation-
alist movement in the U.S. by promoting the Nation of Islam. He was among the more controversial but highly influ-
ential African American leaders. He was born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebraska and was assassinated in 1965 in 
New York City. His life story was detailed in The Autobiography of Malcolm X, published the year after this death. 

Martin Luther King Jr. (1929 - 1968) – King is the best-known of modern-day civil rights leaders for his dazzling 
speeches and leadership of the non-violent civil rights movement.  A Baptist minister, King became a civil rights activist 
in the Deep South and helped lead the movement to national prominence. King’s “I Have a Dream Speech” is known 
for its stirring passion and was delivered at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., before throngs of people who 
had marched to the nation’s capital for jobs and freedom. King was assassinated in Memphis in 1968, leading to major 
urban riots.  A national federal holiday honoring King was established in 1983. 

Barack Hussein Obama II (1961 -   ) – Obama is the 44th president of the United States of America and the first Afri-
can American to hold the nation’s highest office. Obama was elected to the U.S. Senate in November 2004 before win-
ning the presidency in November 2008.  He is an attorney, and early in his career worked as a community organizer on 
the Chicago southside helping low-income families and neighborhoods address community issues.  His mother grew up 
in Kansas, his father in Kenya. 

Black History Month 

What is LINC? 
Together we can make a difference — truly. That is what the Local Investment Commission (LINC) is all about. 

LINC has been working in schools and neighborhoods for over 15 years.  We bring families and neighbors together to 
share their hopes, needs, and opportunities, and connect them with resources from the community, government and 
others. 

Our primary effort is the Caring Communities initiative located in more than 80 and neighborhoods in seven school districts – Center, 
Fort Osage, Grandview, Hickman Mills, Independence, Kansas City (Mo.) and North Kansas City – along with several charter schools. 

At LINC Caring Communities sites, we organize parents, neighbors and businesses into site councils that are charged to direct neighbor-
hood-level efforts. At the larger community level, LINC supports volunteer engagement with major policy issues – welfare-to-work, child 
welfare, health – bringing community knowledge to bear on state system reform efforts.  

LINC has over 2,100 volunteers – parents, neighbors, businesses, seniors, faith organizations – working to improve the lives of children, 
families, neighborhoods and the larger community. 

Join us. 
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