
LINC Commission Meeting
  February 26, 2024

Some 700 boys and girls, age 5 to 13, 
spread across 65 teams, practice with their 
coaches in the Kansas City Public Schools’ 
Elementary Sports League in partnership 
with LINC, the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Greater Kansas City and Della Lamb.





Monday, Feb. 26, 2024 | 4 – 5:30 pm    
Kauffman Foundation Conference Center

Agenda 

I. Welcome and announcements

II. November minutes 
a. Approval (motion)

III. Superintendent Reports

IV. Black History
a. Choir performance 
b. Discussion with KC Library & Black Archives 

V. Kansas City anti-violence discussion

VI. Housing and homelessness crisis 

VII. Sports collaboration with Boys & Girls Clubs, Della 
Lamb and KCPS

VIII. Emergency meals with KCPS 

IX. LFPA protein distribution

X. Other reports 

XI. Adjourn 



THE LOCAL INVESTMENT COMMISSION – NOVEMBER 20, 2023

The Local Investment Commission met at the Kauffman Foundation, 4801 Rockhill Rd., Kansas City, Mo. 
Cochair David Disney presided. Commissioners attending were:

Bert Berkley
Kiki Curls
Aaron Deacon
Shawn Foster
SuEllen Fried
Rob Givens

Anita Gorman
Matt Haase
Marge Randle
David Ross
Marj Williams

Disney welcomed everyone to the meeting.

A motion to approve the minutes of the Oct. 16, 2023, LINC Commission meeting was passed 
unanimously.

Superintendents Reports

● Rick Chambers (Director of Communications and Development, Center School District) rreported 
the district is grateful for its partnership with LINC, which this year is present in all four elementary 
schools, and for the community which has been united in backing the district’s efforts to improve 
student health and safety.

● Sheree Hudson ((Before & After School Liaison, Hickman Mills School District) reported on honors 
received by district students and teachers, and announced Ruskin High students will give a cabaret 
performance on Dec. 14.

● Kevin Foster (Executive Director, Genesis School) reported the school is partnering with Cascade 
Media, which is working with the 7th-8th grade journalism class; the students produced a podcast on 
recent protests on the Country Club Plaza. Genesis is also partnering with Code2KC to teach students 
to code.

● Christy Harrison (Assistant Superintendent, Kansas City Public Schools) reported KCPS is 
implementing Blueprint 2030; it has started project-based learning and expanded music and foreign 
languages in elementary schools, and is offering Beyond Four Walls field trips at all schools. Armed 
guards in elementary schools is the topic of the next district community meeting. Sports are back at 
Paseo High School this fall.

● Donnie Mitchell ((Superintendent, Lee A. Tolbert) reported on the schools Thanksgiving lunch, 
which served 600 people, including 200 community members. He also reported on an afterschool 
mentoring program to get students reading at grade level.

Marj Williams of the LINC Finance Committee introduced Alison Swaters of Forvis, who presented the 
LINC financial and compliance audit. The auditors gave a clean and unmodified opinion and reported no 
issues.

A motion to approve the FY23 LINC financial audit was passed unanimously.
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Rob Givens of the LINC Retirement Committee reported on the committee’s work since 2018 to work with 
broker and fiduciary Two West to increase the value and service level of the LINC employee retirement plan. 
Today there is an employee participation rate of 90% in a portfolio valued at $14.5 million. There are three 
vacancies on the committee that need to be filled. Givens presented a resolution to appoint Commissioner 
Ken Powell and employees Marlisa Collins and Sean Akridge to the LINC 401(k) Retirement/Savings Plan 
Committee.

A motion to approve the resolution was passed unanimously.

Director of Caring Communities Sean Akridge introduced Kansas City Zoo and Aquarium CEO Sean 
Putney and Facilities Director Jerry Gallagher and reported on a partnership to provide opportunities for 
students and families of LINC Caring Communities sites to visit the zoo and aquarium. A video of a recent 
visit by Trailwoods Elementary (KCPS) LINC students to the zoo was shown. Trailwoods principal Leah 
Starr and LINC Site Coordinator Melanie Scott reported that the partnership gave children the opportunity 
to visit who otherwise wouldn’t be able to go. Putney reported the zoo valued the opportunity to give 
experiences to students who wouldn’t otherwise have them.

Akridge reported that LINC staff recently participated in a Kansas City Young Audiences workshop on 
integrating arts and STEM instruction. A video on the workshop was shown. Executive Director Martin 
English reported on KCYA’s mission and its partnership with LINC. Teaching Artist Harlan Brownlee 
reported on KCYA’s efforts to demonstrate and provide high-quality arts integration in afterschool programs.

Akridge reported on LINC’s participation in October in the annual Lights On Afterschool celebration of 
afterschool programming. This year many partners came out to support the events. A video of celebrations at 
several LINC sites was shown.

Disney reported that LINC President and founding executive director Gayle Hobbs is stepping into the role 
of president emeritus as she plans for retirement next year. Hobbs shared a statement expressing her support 
of Janet Miles-Bartee to be the next President. Disney reported the LINC Executive Committee has named 
Miles-Bartee to be LINC President. Miles-Bartee thanked the Commission, Hobbs, staff and family.

The meeting was adjourned.

__________________________________________
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2023 was a great year for LINC and our families. Check out our 
annual video photo gallery and more at vimeo.com/kclinc/videos


