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Fourth Grade 
Week One 

Text 

Buffalo Song 

 

By 

Joseph Bruchac 



MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

This book is about the importance of the buffalo to the Native Americans.  This is the true story of one 

Native American’s efforts to save buffalo from extinction. 

Ask: 

What do you know about the relationship between Native Americans and buffalo?  Chart the student’s 

response. 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

Walk through the book looking at just the pictures. 

 

Ask: 

What do you predict this story will be about based on the pictures? 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

Page 1 & 2 – What gift did Sun Buffalo Cow give to her people?  Why was it important? 

Page 3 & 4 – Obviously, the mother cow is dead.  Why is the calf refusing to leave her side? 

Page 5 & 6 – What does the author mean by the sun rose and set two times before a horse carrying two Nez 

Perce?  Why did the author choose to tell time like that? 

Page 11 & 12 – Do you think the braided bracelet will be important? 

Page 13 & 14 – Why is the bracelet important? 

Page 21 & 22 – What are some ways that Walking Coyote takes care of the buffalo? 

Page27 – What are some of the dangers the group faces on the trail? 

Page 35 – Why is Walking Coyote important to remember?  Did his dream come true? 

 



TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development 

Activity:  Have students illustrate their understanding of each of the vocabulary words. 

Key Words:  buffalo, suffering, thunder, canyon, sunset, corral, calves, priest, pastureland, mission, 

journey, butted heads, nightfall, trail, herd, thudded, landslide, cascaded, valley, rancher 

Re-Reading / Drawing Conclusions 

/ Questioning 

After reading, discuss the following questions... 

 

1) What was life like in 1873? 

2) What would like have been like for buffalo? 

3) What would the buffalo, as well as their Native American brothers, think about how the world around 

them has changed? 

4) What is the meaning behind the title? 

5) What is the significance of the buffalo hair bracelet? 

6) Why do you think the author wrote this book?  What was his purpose? 

 

Main Idea,  Summarizing, or 

Theme 

Discuss the theme with the students. 

 

THEME:  It is our responsibility to care for our fellow creatures. 

 

Ask – How does Walking Coyote compare to animal activists today? 

THURSDAY / FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

 

Social Studies Extension Activity 

1) Using internet and research, make a list of Top Ten Facts about buffalo. 

2) Visit the website – http://www/nps.gov/yell/naturescience/bisonqa.html 

Writing Project 

Write an historical fiction narrative 

Let students write their own story from this same time period based on one of the dangers the Native 

Americans encountered. 

http://www/nps.gov/yell/naturescience/bisonqa.html


Buffalo Song 
Constructed Response 

Student __________________________ 

 
 

                                                                                                   
 
                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the significance of the buffalo hair bracelet? 
How does Walking Coyote know how Red Elk feels? 

Do you think Red Elk will continue Walking Coyote’s dream of saving the buffalo 
from extinction? 

 



Fourth Grade 
Week Two 

Text 

Buffalo Dusk 

By 

Carl Sandburg 

The buffaloes are gone. 
And those who saw the buffaloes are gone. 

Those who saw the buffaloes by the thousands 
And how they pawed the prairie sod into dust with 

their hoofs, 
Their great heads down pawing on in a great pageant 

of dusk, 
Those who saw the buffaloes are gone. 

And the buffaloes are gone. 



MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

This book is about the extinction of the American bison. 

Ask: 

How did America go from having thousands of wild buffalo to just a few remaining? 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

Post the poem on chart paper and allow students to find words they already know. 

 

Based on the words we found and the title – what do you predict this poem is about? 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

Read the poem together stopping to draw quick illustrations of each line so that students can visualize it. 

 

Then, allow students to read it several times with partners to practice fluency. 



TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development 
Activity:  Have students illustrate their understanding of each of the vocabulary words. 

Key Words:  buffalo, dusk, pageant, prairie sod, pawed, dust, hoof 

Re-Reading / Drawing Conclusions 

/ Questioning 

The buffaloes are gone.  - Where did they go? 
And those who saw the buffaloes are gone. – What does the poet mean? 

Those who saw the buffaloes by the thousands – Who saw buffalo in the thousands? 
And how they pawed the prairie sod into dust with their hoofs, - what does pawed the prairie sod into 

dust mean? 
Their great heads down pawing on in a great pageant of dusk, - What is happening here? 

Those who saw the buffaloes are gone. – Again, who? 
And the buffaloes are gone. – why are they gone? 

Main Idea,  Summarizing, or 

Theme 
Ask – is there a lesson for us today found in this poem? 

THURSDAY / FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

 

Social Studies Extension Activity 
.Create a Venn Diagram comparing the American bison to the Asian buffalo. 

Writing Project 
Let students try to compose poems about their favorite animals using the style of figurative language that 

Carl Sandburg uses. 



American Bison vs. Asian Buffalo 



Fourth Grade 
Week Three 

Text 

Great Migration: 
Journey to the North 

 

By 

Eloise Greenfield 



MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

Before reading, ask... 

1) What does it mean to migrate? 

2) What factors might prompt somebody to leave their hometown and move to another city? 

3) What would you do if you depended on your crops to survive and these were burned during a fire? 

4) Has your family  ever migrated to find work? 

 

5) After discussing the above questions, give the students a brief synopsis of book. 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

Walk through the book looking at just the pictures. 

 

Ask: 

What do you predict this story will be about based on the pictures. 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

I. News – What is the buzz all about? 

II. Goodbyes – Would you go?  Can you imagine having to say goodbye to everyone you knew? 

III. How does the author make you realize it is a long journey? 

IV. What does the author mean by the wheels are singing? 

V. Do you think the family will be happier in the North? 

 



TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development 

Activity: This week the focus will be on examples of figurative language phrases rather than single 

words.  Have students draw pictures of the phrases. 

‘Key Words: “Spread the word” / “Pain on my heart” / “Up North” / “Trying to break my back” / “Watch 

the shapes of trees”  / “Wheels are singing” 

Re-Reading / Drawing Conclusions 

/ Questioning 

Ask students:  Why would these families choose to move to a better life in the North?  What was better in 

the North?  Have students fill in a drawing conclusions funnel giving 3 reasons the north was appealing to 

the migrating families. 

Main Idea,  Summarizing, or 

Theme 
Practice how to summarize the point of the book.  Have students fill in the Single Sentence Summaries. 

THURSDAY / FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

 

Social Studies Extension Activity 

Have students choose a northern city they would like to move, or migrate, to.  Then draw a map showing 

the path they would take.  Write an explanation for choosing that particular path. 

Writing Project 

Students will imagine living in the U.S. during the early 1900s and will create a brochure to entice African-

Americans to relocate to their city.  Brochure must include elements like housing and jobs, social and 

cultural elements, physical landscape, geographical features. 



Drawing Conclusions Funnel 

My Conclusion…. 

Text Evidence #3 

 

 

 

Text Evidence #1 

 

 

 

Text Evidence #2 

 

 

 



The Great Migration 
Single Sentence Summaries 

• A migration is a kind of ____________ that 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________. 

Description 

• The North and the South are similar because 
_______________ but they are different 
because __________________. 

Compare / 
Contrast 

• The families had a problem because 
________________ so ________ tried 
_________________ and the result was 
________________________________. 

Problem / 
Solution 



Fourth Grade 
Week Four 

Text 
Yankee Blue or Rebel Gray? 
The Civil War Adventures of 

Sam Shaw 
 

By 
Kate Connell 

http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
http://www.betterworldbooks.com/yankee-blue-or-rebel-gray-the-civil-war-adventures-of-sam-shaw-id-9780792251798.aspx


MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

This book explains the causes, major events, and consequences of the American Civil War. 

Before reading, ask... 

1) What was the reasons for the Civil War? 

2) What effect did the Civil War have on America? 

3) Are there long term effects of the Civil War that are still present today? 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

Walk through the book looking at just the pictures. 

 

Ask: 

What do you predict this story will be about based on the pictures. 

Say, ‘In this book there are two sisters whose husbands are on opposite sides in the Civil War.  The sisters 

write letters back and forth about their lives and the hardships of War. 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

As you read, stop occasionally and discuss the following key concepts. 

 

1) There were differences in the North and South during the Civil War.  The North did not want slavery, but 

the South did.  The North won the Civil War under the leadership of Ulysses S. Grant, and the South fell 

under the command of Robert E. Lee. 

 

2) Can you make connections between life in the north and the south during the Civil War? 

 

3) Can I understand life of a civil war soldier’s family? 



TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development 
Activity:  Have students illustrate their understanding of each of the vocabulary words. 

Key Words: rebel. Sibling, hardship, confederate, loyal, bravery 

Re-Reading / Drawing Conclusions 

/ Questioning 

After reading, have students answer the constructed response questions. 

 

1) Why did Julia and Edwina have different points of view regarding which side was right?  Can you 

understand that? 

2) What does the word rebel mean?  Why were supporters of the Confederacy called Rebels?  Do you 

think they liked this name? 

3) Do you think Eli’s father was right in sending Eli back to war? 

4) Would you have joined the War if you were around during that time? Why or why not? 

 

Main Idea,  Summarizing, or Theme 
The main idea is that the Civil War took up not just a toll on the country but on the families that lived in the 

states as well. 

THURSDAY / FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

 

Social Studies Extension Activity Students should pretend they are a part of a family with a father or brother in the Civil War.  The student 

should think about the struggles the sisters faced in the book, and try to put themselves in the sister’s 

shoes.  The students should incorporate details from the book about life during the Civil War.  Students 

write a letter to their family member expressing how they feel. 
Writing Project 



Fourth Grade 
Week Five 

Text 

The Trail of Tears 

 

By 

History.com 

http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg


MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

Ask,  

 

What do you know about how Native Americans were treated in the 1800s? 

If the country was, at one time, covered in Native American villages, what happened to those villages? 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

This is a quote from the article we are going to read today.  Based on this quote and our prior knowledge 

activity, what do you predict we will be reading about. 

 

“The instrument in question is not the act of our nation,” wrote the nation’s principal chief, John Ross, in a 

letter to the U.S. Senate protesting the treaty. “We are not parties to its covenants; it has not received the 

sanction of our people.” Nearly 16,000 Cherokees signed Ross’s petition, but Congress approved the treaty 

anyway. 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

Paragraph #1: What was the Indian removal process?  How many American Indians did not survive the 

removal process? 

 

Paragraph #2:  Why were the Cherokee people divided?  What was the differences between the two sides? 

 

Paragraph #3:  What was President Van Buren’s response to the number of American Indians that remained 

in Georgia in 1838?  Do you agree?  Why or why not? 

 

Paragraph #4:  How does this last paragraph answer our beginning question of what happened the the 

American Indian villages? 



TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development 

Activity:  Have sort and classify the key words into groups of like meaning. 

Key Words: trail, removal, pragmatic, self-appointed, treaty, negotiated, relocation, compensation, 

betrayed, sanction 

Re-Reading / Drawing Conclusions 

/ Questioning 

After reading, have students discuss why this event is called the Trail of Tears.  Then, complete the drawing 

conclusions tear drop page. 

Main Idea,  Summarizing, or 

Theme 

After reading, ask students to complete a main idea and summarization giving 3 keys facts they learned, 

the main idea, supporting details, and a brief summary of the article. 

THURSDAY / FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

 

Social Studies Extension Activity 

Have students discuss the following questions. 

Do you agree or disagree with government policy that relocated Native Americans from their homeland 

reservations? Discuss the similarities and differences between cultures of Native American and American 

expansionists.  

Writing Project 
Write a letter to President Van Buren expressing your support or disapproval of his order to remove the 

American Indians. 



THE TRAIL OF TEARS 
(from history.com) 

 
 The Indian-removal process continued. In 1836, the federal government drove the Creeks 
from their land for the last time: 3,500 of the 15,000 Creeks who set out for Oklahoma did not survive 
the trip. 
 
 The Cherokee people were divided: What was the best way to handle the government’s 
determination to get its hands on their territory? Some wanted to stay and fight. Others thought it was 
more pragmatic to agree to leave in exchange for money and other concessions. In 1835, a few self-
appointed representatives of the Cherokee nation negotiated the Treaty of New Echota, which traded all 
Cherokee land east of the Mississippi for $5 million, relocation assistance and compensation for lost 
property. To the federal government, the treaty was a done deal, but many of the Cherokee felt 
betrayed: After all, the negotiators did not represent the tribal government or anyone else. “The 
instrument in question is not the act of our nation,” wrote the nation’s principal chief, John Ross, in a 
letter to the U.S. Senate protesting the treaty. “We are not parties to its covenants; it has not received 
the sanction of our people.” Nearly 16,000 Cherokees signed Ross’s petition, but Congress approved the 
treaty anyway. 
 
 By 1838, only about 2,000 Cherokees had left their Georgia homeland for Indian territory. 
President Martin Van Buren sent General Winfield Scott and 7,000 soldiers to expedite the removal 
process.  Scott and his troops forced the Cherokee into stockades at bayonet point while white looted 
their homes and belongings.  Then, they marched the Indians more than 1,200 miles to Indian territory,  
Whooping cough, typhus, dysentery, cholera, and starvation were epidemic along the way, and 
historians estimate that more than 5,000 Cherokee died as a result of the journey. 
 
 By 1840, tens of thousands of Native Americans had been driven off of their land in the 
southeastern states and forced to move across the Mississippi to Indian territory. The federal 
government promised that their new land would remain unmolested forever, but as the line of white 
settlement pushed westward, “Indian country” shrank and shrank. In 1907, Oklahoma became a state 
and Indian territory was gone for good. 

http://www.history.com/topics/winfield-scott
http://www.history.com/topics/winfield-scott


Drawing Conclusions About the Trail of 
Tears 

Record a fact or conclusion in each teardrop.  Then, using the conclusions you drew, decide why this 
historical event may have been called 

The Trail of Tears. 

I conclude…. 
 
 
 
 
 



I can read and summarize nonfiction!!! 

Three Facts I Learned 

1) ___________________
___________________ 

2) ___________________
___________________ 

3) ___________________
___________________ 

The Main Idea & Details 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

_________________________ 

1) _______________________
_____________________ 
 

2) _______________________
_______________________ 

 

3) _______________________
_______________________ 

My Star Summary 



Fourth Grade 
Week Six 

Text 

Wondering 

 

By 

Bobbi Katz 

All I asked was, “Pa, you reckon that we’re halfway there?” Pa snarled back like a wild she-bear, 
“You ask that question ten times a day!” (I don’t.  No, I don’t.  But I didn’t dare say.) 

 
When we left Independence four months ago, I didn’t know time could ever run so slow. 

At first it was fun riding up here all day, seeing new places along the way –  
Desert and prairies – a wild river flood 

With our wheels cutting ruts through the dust and the mud – 
Seeing strange critters I’ve never seen before –  moose and rattlers – buffalo by the score. 

 
Past Laramie, South Pass, then Fort Hall – 

Through woods so full of giant trees no sky poked through at all. 
 

When we stop for the night, it’s 
“Fetch water.” “Find wood.” “Rock the baby.” “Stir the pot.” “listen up.” “Be good.” 

 
And always, always, always, it’s, “Don’t stray away!” 

And never, never, never, is it, “Run off and play!” 
Ma says in Vancouver, there’ll be playing time to spare. 

I just wonder what Pa reckons.  
Are we halfway there? 

 



MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

This poem is about WESTWARD EXPANSION in the United States during the 1800s.  As a preview, watch the 

SchoolHouse Rock video – Elbow Room. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfoQBTPY7gk 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

Ask, 

Imagine having to leave your home and walk for 2 to 6 months to get to a new home.  What would that be 

like?  What might cause you and your family to be willing to do that?  We are going to read a poem about a 

young child and their family who are walking with  a wagon train  to the American west. 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

All I asked was, “Pa, you reckon that we’re halfway there?” 
 Pa snarled back like a wild she-bear, 
“You ask that question ten times a day!”  
(I don’t.  No, I don’t.  But I didn’t dare say.) 
What is happening in this stanza? 
When we left Independence four months ago, I didn’t know time could ever run so slow. 
At first it was fun riding up here all day, seeing new places along the way –  
Desert and prairies – a wild river flood 
With our wheels cutting ruts through the dust and the mud – 
Seeing strange critters I’ve never seen before –  moose and rattlers – buffalo by the score. 
What does the kid mean by at first it was fun? 
 
Past Laramie, South Pass, then Fort Hall – 
Through woods so full of giant trees no sky poked through at all. 
 
When we stop for the night, it’s 
“Fetch water.” “Find wood.” “Rock the baby.” “Stir the pot.” “listen up.” “Be good.” 
Who says all those orders? 
 
And always, always, always, it’s, “Don’t stray away!” 
And never, never, never, is it, “Run off and play!” 
Ma says in Vancouver, there’ll be playing time to spare. 
I just wonder what Pa reckons.  
Are we halfway there? 

Why is he in a hurry to get to Vancouver? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfoQBTPY7gk


TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development 
Activity: Have students sort and classify the key words according to like meanings. 

Key Words: Pa, Ma, she-bear, desert, prairie, flood, ruts, moose, rattlers, score, spare 

Re-Reading / Drawing Conclusions 

/ Summarizing 

Even though this is a poem, it clearly tells a story with a beginning, middle, and ending.  Have students 

write a plot summary telling how the child is during the beginning of the journey, in the middle of the 

journey, and how they will probably be once they reach Vancouver.  Then, allow students to illustrate their 

plot summary.   

THURSDAY / FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

 

Social Studies Extension Activity 
Working with a partner, students create a timeline of key events during America’s Westward Expansion. 

Writing Project 

Write an historical narrative.  

Imagine you were traveling West in a covered wagon train.  Write a story about your adventures.  Include at 

least 3 events that happened to you. 



Westward Expansion Timeline 
(from www.ducksters.com) 

 

1803: Louisiana Purchase - President Thomas Jefferson buys the Louisiana Territory from France for $15 million. This doubles the size of the 
United States and provides a large area to the west of the country for expansion.  
 
1805: Lewis and Clark reach the Pacific Ocean - Explorers Lewis and Clark map out areas of the Louisiana Purchase and eventually reach the 
Pacific Ocean.  
 
1830: Indian Removal Act - Congress passes a law to move Native Americans from the Southeast to the west of the Mississippi River.  
 
1836: Battle of the Alamo - Mexican troops attack the Alamo Mission killing all but two Texans. This spurs the Texans on in the Texas 
Revolution.  
 
1838: Trail of Tears - The Cherokee Nation is forced to march from the east coast to Oklahoma. Many thousands die along the way.  
 
1841: Oregon Trail - People begin to travel west in wagon trains on the Oregon Trail. Around 300,000 people would take the trail over the next 
20 years.  
 
1845: Manifest Destiny - Journalist John O'Sullivan first uses the term "Manifest Destiny" to describe the westward expansion of the United 
States.  
 
1845: Texas becomes a U.S. State - The United States officially claims Texas as a state, eventually leading to the Mexican-American War.  
 
1846: Brigham Young leads 5,000 Mormons to Utah - After experiencing religious persecution, the Mormons move to Salt Lake City, Utah.  
 
1846-1848: The Mexican-American War - A war fought over the rights to Texas. After the war, the United States paid Mexico $15 million for 
land that would later become California, Texas, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, and parts of several other states.  
 
1846: Oregon Treaty - England signs the Oregon Treaty handing over the Oregon Territory to the United States.  
 
1848: Gold Rush begins - James Marshall discovers gold at Sutter's Mill. Soon word is out and people rush to California to strike it rich.  
 
1849: Around 90,000 "Forty-niners" move to California to find gold.  
 
1860: The Pony Express begins to deliver mail.  
 

http://www.ducksters.com/history/westward_expansion/
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/us_states/arizona_history.php
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/us_states/arizona_history.php


1861: The First Transcontinental Telegraph line is finished. The Pony Express shuts down.  
 
1862: Pacific Railroad Act - The United States government agrees to help fund a railroad from California to Missouri.  
 
1862: Homestead Act - The U.S. government offers up free land to farmers who agree to live on the land for five years and make 
improvements to the land. Many people rush to places like Oklahoma to claim their land.  
 
1869: The Transcontinental Railroad is completed - The Union Pacific Railroad and the Central Pacific Railroads meet at Promontory, 
Utah and the railroad is completed.  
 
1872: Yellowstone National Park is dedicated as the nation's first national park by President Ulysses S. Grant.  
 
1874: Black Hills Gold - Gold is discovered in the Black Hills of South Dakota.  
 
1874: Barbed wire invented - Ranchers can now use barbed wire fences to keep their cattle from ranging free.  
 
1876: Battle of Little Bighorn - An American Indian army composed of Lakota, Northern Cheyenne, and Arapahoe defeat General Custer 
and the 7th Calvary.  
 
1890: The U.S. Government announces that the Western lands have been explored.   
 
 

Cut out each time and event.  Paste them in order on a timeline.  Then, illustrate each event on your timeline. 






