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Second Grade 
Week One 

Text 
In the Land of  

Milk and Honey 
 

By 
Joyce Carol Thomas 

http://bookalicious.org/?attachment_id=2625


MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

Discuss how asking and answering questions while reading can help a reader understand and remember 

information in a book. 

Ask students:   

Have you ever moved to a new city or town? 

Has anyone ever traveled on a train? 

Has anyone ever been to California? 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

Preview the story showing the cover and the pictures.  Have students discuss what they see on the cover and 

offer ideas as to what kind of book this is and what it might be about. ( Realistic Fiction) 

Ask students:   

How do you know this book is realistic fiction? 

Predict what the story will be about. 

Ask students: 

What do you think this book is about?  Why do you think that?  What clues did you see in the pictures that 

make you think that? 

Discuss the flow of the test as it is written more like a poem. 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

 Read the story looking for information about traveling to California. 

Talking Points: 

What does the author mean by the line, “I breathe in as the train breathes out.”? 

 

Discuss the figurative language on each page. 



TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development 

Story Words:  conductor, land of milk and honey, redwoods, quail, basking, dusky, sage brush, migrant 

worker 

High Frequency Words:  hurry, worry, myself, afternoon 

Re-Reading 

1) Reread the book looking for and discussing the story words.  Explain to  the students what each of the words 

means within the text. 

2) Make word cards for the high-frequency words and use throughout the week – like flashcards. 

3) Throughout the week, provide opportunities for the students to use the vocabulary words in multiple 

contexts: in conversations about the text and in retelling the story.  

4) Reread the story looking for and discussing the story words.  Explain to the students what each of the words 

mean within the text. 

Main Idea &/or Summarizing 

The main idea is the most important idea in a story.  The details are the words or sentences in the selection 

that give more information about the main idea.  

Pause during reading to reinforce the strategy. 

Ask students: 

1) What information is the author giving us in this section of the story? 

2) How do you know? 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

Social Studies Extension 

Activity 

1) Use a map to identify the route the train traveled 

2) Generate a list of ways people around the world are alike 

3) Discuss ways groups or individuals can show compassion. 

Instructional Writing 

Write a narrative or travel poster 

1) Have students write about traveling to a different city or a place they would like to travel to someday 

2) The narrator is very excited about California.  Have students make a poster advertising a place they think is 

incredible to visit. 



Second Grade 
Week Two 

Text 

Ants 

 

By 

Marilyn Singer 

One and one and one and one 
  Dead leaves 

  Dead crickets 
One ant alone can’t pick it up 

Can’t drag this meal to our busy nest 
But one and one and one and one 

   Together we tow 
    Together we know 

Any time of day this is so: 
One and one and one and one 

Is the best way  
To get things done. 

 



MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

This week we are going to study a poem about members of a community working together. 

Ask students:   

What does cooperation and working together look like? 

Why is cooperation and working together important? 

What do you expect this poem will be about? 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

 Write the poem on chart paper and allow students to preview it.  Let students find and circle all the words 

they can already read  in the poem. 

Ask students:   

How do you know this books is a poem?   

Predict what the poem will be about. 

Ask students: 

Based on the title, what do you think this poem is about?  Why do you think that?  Is your prediction different 

than previously? 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

 Choral read the poem several times together.  With each reading, students should increase their fluency and 

expression. 

Talking Points: 

What does the poet mean when she says, “One and one and one and one?” 

What are the ants doing with the leaves and crickets? 

When are people like the ants in the poem? 

Drawing Conclusions / 

Questioning 

 Ask students: 

Why do you think the poet wrote this poem? 

Was she trying to teach us something? 

Have students fill in the constructed response thinking page. 



TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development 
Story Words:  tow, together, alone, crickets 

High Frequency Words:  one, know, time, things 

Re-Reading 

1) Reread the poem looking for and discussing the story words.  Explain to  the students what each of the 

words means within the text. 

2) Make word cards for the high-frequency words and use throughout the week – like flashcards. 

3) Throughout the week, provide opportunities for the students to use the vocabulary words in multiple 

contexts: in conversations about the text and in retelling the story.  

4) Reread the poem.  Model for students how read it with expression – emphasizing the rhyming pattern.  

5) Create a list of words that would fit the rhyming pattern in the poem – those that rhyme with inch.  Allow 

students to brainstorm words – even nonsense words as long as the rhyming sound is there. 

Main Idea &/or Summarizing 

The main idea is the most important idea in a poem.  The details are the words or sentences in the selection 

that give more information about the main idea.  

Have students draw a picture to illustrate a scenario that would fit the poem. 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

Science Extension Activity 

Watch the video:  http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/kids/animals-pets-kids/bugs-kids/leafcutter-ant-

kids/  

For a look inside the work of an ant community. 

Instructional Writing 
Write information 

Have students write and illustrate 3 or 4 sentences telling how ants work together in a community. 
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Ants 
Constructed Response 

Student __________________________ 

 

The poem Ants stresses how ants work together to accomplish 
the work in their community with cooperation.  Draw a picture 

below that illustrates that type of cooperation in people. 

                                                                                                   
 
                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Grade 
Week Three 

Text 

John Lewis in the Lead 

 

By 

Jim Haskins 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://zinnedproject.org/materials/john-lewis-in-the-lead-a-story-of-the-civil-rights-movement/&sa=U&ei=XT9IU8OzF4r72QWK_oCwDQ&ved=0CDAQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNG-EJ6BPY5SqsmvO7EpE-2T4ocA7g


MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

Discuss how asking and answering questions while reading can help a reader understand and remember 

information in a book. 

Ask students:   

What is courage?  Can you give some examples of courage? 

How do you expect to be treated by others? 

How do you treat people? 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

Preview the story showing the cover and the pictures.  Have students discuss what they see on the cover and 

offer ideas as to what kind of book this is and what it might be about. ( Biography) 

Ask students:   

How do you know this book is a biography? 

Predict what the story will be about. 

Ask students: 

What do you think this book is about?  Why do you think that?  What clues did you see in the pictures that 

make you think that? 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

 Read the story looking for information about John Lewis’ life. 

Talking Points: 

What do you think the first sentence of the story means? 

How did Aunt Seneva and the children survive the storm? 

How did John Lewis get the nickname Preacher? 

How was John’s first commitment to nonviolence tested? 

Why were white people afraid of giving the power to vote to black people? 

How does John Lewis continue to serve his country today? 

Drawing Conclusions / 

Questioning 

 Ask students: 

Why is John Lewis important? 

Together, write a paragraph on chart paper giving at least 3 reasons he is important. 



TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development 
Story Words:  segregated, protest, nonviolent, rally, rights 

High Frequency Words:  change, everyone, someone 

Re-Reading 

1) Reread the poem looking for and discussing the story words.  Explain to  the students what each of the 

words means within the text. 

2) Make word cards for the high-frequency words and use throughout the week – like flashcards. 

3) Throughout the week, provide opportunities for the students to use the vocabulary words in multiple 

contexts: in conversations about the text and in retelling the story.  

4) Reread the story looking for and discussing the story words.  Explain to the students what each of the words 

mean within the text. 

Main Idea &/or Summarizing 

The main idea is the most important idea in a poem.  The details are the words or sentences in the selection 

that give more information about the main idea.  

Pause during reading to reinforce the strategy. 

Ask students: 

1) What information is the author giving us in this section of the story? 

2) How do you know? 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

Social Studies Extension 

Activity 

Make students aware of the Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail by exploring the National Park Service 

website. 

Instructional Writing 

Write a rhyming poem or letter 

Have students write a poem about civil rights or write a letter to John Lewis explaining their views on 

segregation. 



Second Grade 
Week Four 

Text 
Celebrate! 

Connections Among Cultures 
 

By 
Jan Reynolds 

http://images.indiebound.com/537/302/9781584302537.jpg
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MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

Discuss how asking and answering questions while reading can help a reader understand and remember 

information in a book. 

Ask students:   

What is a celebration?  How do you celebrate your culture? 

Can you share some examples of celebrations your family enjoys? 

What are some of your favorite celebrations? 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

Preview the story showing the cover and the pictures.  Have students discuss what they see on the cover and 

offer ideas as to what kind of book this is and what it is nonfiction? 

Predict what the story will be about. 

Ask students: 

What do you think this book is about?  Why do you think that?  What clues did you see in the pictures that 

make you think that? 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

 Read the story looking for information about cultural celebrations 

Talking Points: 

What are some reasons that people get together?  What is the message of this book? 

Why do Americans celebrate the 4th of July? 

Why do celebrations usually include food? 

Why do Aborigines go walking on a dream journey? 

How is dancing used in celebrations? 

Drawing Conclusions / 

Questioning 

 Ask students: 

According to the information in this book, why are celebrations important to people? 



TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development Story Words:  celebrate, gather, hero, festivities, honor, symbolize, ancient 

Re-Reading 

1) Reread the poem looking for and discussing the story words.  Explain to  the students what each of the 

words means within the text. 

2) Throughout the week, provide opportunities for the students to use the vocabulary words in multiple 

contexts: in conversations about the text and in retelling the story.  

3)  Reread the story looking for and discussing the story words.  Explain to the students what each of the 

words mean within the text. 

Main Idea &/or Summarizing 

The main idea is the most important idea in a book.  The details are the words or sentences in the selection 

that give more information about the main idea.  

Pause during reading to reinforce the strategy. 

Ask students: 

1) What information is the author giving us in this section of the story? 

2) How do you know? 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

Social Studies Extension 

Activity 

1) Use a map to identify the locations of the groups portrayed in the story. 

2) Ask students to bring cultural artifacts from home to share with the class. 

3) Generate a list of ways people around the world are alike. 

4) Discuss ways groups or individual can show compassion. 

Instructional Writing 
Write a narrative 

Have students write about a favorite celebration they have had (birthday, 4th og July, etcetera). 



Second Grade 
Week Five 

Text 
A House on Maple 

Street 
 

By 
Bonnie Pryor 



MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

Discuss how asking and answering questions while reading can help a reader understand and remember 

information in a book. 

Ask students:   

What is a community?  Who can live in a community? 

Animals? People? Can you give some examples? 

What community do you live in? 

What are other communities you have visited? 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

Preview the story showing the cover and the pictures.  Have students discuss what they see on the cover and 

offer ideas as to what kind of book this is and what it might be about. ( Realistic fiction) 

Ask students:   

How do you know this book is realistic fiction? 

Predict what the story will be about. 

Ask students: 

What do you think this book is about?  Why do you think that?  What clues did you see in the pictures that 

make you think that? 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

 Read the story looking for information about communities and how they can change. 

Talking Points: 

Where did this story take place? 

Who are the characters in this story? 

How did the environment change in this story? 

Drawing Conclusions / 

Questioning 

 Ask students: 

Can you draw a picture imagining what your house looked like 100 years ago. 



TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development Story Words:  sturdy, fierce, settlers, burrows, trickle, crumble, treasure 

Re-Reading 

1) Reread the poem looking for and discussing the story words.  Explain to  the students what each of the 

words means within the text. 

2) Throughout the week, provide opportunities for the students to use the vocabulary words in multiple 

contexts: in conversations about the text and in retelling the story.  

3)  Reread the story looking for and discussing the story words.  Explain to the students what each of the 

words mean within the text. 

Main Idea &/or Summarizing 

The main idea is the most important idea in a poem.  The details are the words or sentences in the selection 

that give more information about the main idea.  

Pause during reading to reinforce the strategy. 

Ask students: 

1) What information is the author giving us in this section of the story? 

2) How do you know? 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

Social Studies Extension 

Activity 

1) Recreate the timeline of the story. 

2) Discuss the idea of communities. 

3) Discuss how things change over time. 

Instructional Writing 
Write a timeline 

Have students create a timeline of their own life showing how they have changed. 



Second Grade 
Week Six 

Text 

Feelings Alive 

 

By 

Carol Peck 

When I’m happy, I’m like a big, red balloon, 
When I’m excited, I’m like rocket roaring to the moon, 

And I soar way up in the blue! 
But when I’m grumpy, I’m like an old wrinkled prune, 

And when I’m sad, I’m like a flute with no tune; 
It’s okay to feel that way too – 

There are all kinds of feelings in you! 
When I’m calm, I’m like a peaceful sea, 
When I’m brave, I’m like a big oak tree 

Standing tall and true; 
But when I’m nervous, I’m like a hopping flea, 

And when I’m angry, I’m like a stinging bee; 
It’s okay to feel that way, too – 

There are all kinds of feelings in you! 
 



MONDAY 

PRE-READING & READING 

Activating Prior Knowledge / 

Predicting 

This week we are going to study a poem about the many different feelings people can have. 

1) Make a chart of the feelings the students can brainstorm 

2) Ask students 

What are feelings? 

What makes you feel happy? Sad? Excited? Worried? 

 

Previewing Text: 

Picture Walk 

 Write the poem on chart paper and allow students to preview it.  Let students find and circle all the words 

they can already read  in the poem. 

Ask students:   

How do you know is a poem?   

Predict what the poem will be about. 

Ask students: 

Based on the title, what do you think this poem is about?  Why do you think that? 

Read Aloud & Talking Points 

 Choral read the poem several times together.  With each reading, students should increase their fluency and 

expression. 

Talking Points: 

Why would happy feel like a balloon? 

The poet says she feels like a rocket when she’s excited.  What do you feel like? 

What does the poet mean when she says, “It’s okay to feel that way?” 

Drawing Conclusions / 

Questioning 

1) Ask students: 

Why do you think the poet wrote this poem? 

2) Have students fill in the constructed response thinking page. 



TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY 

READING & RESPONDING 

Vocabulary Development 
Story Words:  roaring, wrinkled, true, nervous, peaceful 

High Frequency Words:  happy, angry, feelings 

Re-Reading 

1) Reread the poem looking for and discussing the story words.  Explain to  the students what each of the 

words means within the text. 

2) Make word cards for the high-frequency words and use throughout the week – like flashcards. 

3) Throughout the week, provide opportunities for the students to use the vocabulary words in multiple 

contexts: in conversations about the text and in retelling the story.  

4) Reread the poem.  Model for students how read it with expression – emphasizing the rhyming pattern.  

5) Create a list of words that would fit the rhyming pattern in the poem – those that rhyme with inch.  Allow 

students to brainstorm words – even nonsense words as long as the rhyming sound is there. 

Main Idea &/or Summarizing 

The main idea is the most important idea in a poem.  The details are the words or sentences in the selection 

that give more information about the main idea.  

Have students draw a picture to illustrate a scenario that would fit the poem. 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 

EXTENDING & WRITING 

Social Studies Extension 

Activity 
Role model various emotions and objects those feelings match. 

Instructional Writing 
Write a feelings poem 

Have students write and illustrate a feelings poem using the template. 



Feelings Alive 
Constructed Response 

Student __________________________ 

 

The poet says, “It’s okay to feel that way too – 
There are all kinds of feelings in you!”  What 

do you think the poet means by that? 
 

                                                                                                   
 
                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My Feelings Come Alive 

When I’m happy, I’m like __________________. 

But, when I’m sad, I’m like _________________. 

When I’m excited, I’m like _________________. 

But when I’m nervous, I’m like _____________. 

When I’m calm, I’m like __________________. 

But when I’m angry, I’m like _______________. 

Still, I must say... 

It’s okay to feel that way!!! 

 






